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The Open Door-What May Shut It,

It appears that our State Department has
recelved satisfactory replies from the
pix powers, namely, Great Britain, France,
Germany, Russia, Italy and Japan, from
which we requested assurances that the
rights secured to the citizens of the United
Btates by treaty with China should remain
anlmpaired in any parts of the Middle
Kingdom which have been, or may be here-
sfter, leased, or in any other way ac-
quired, by foreign nations. The promise
of each of the Governments addressed |
to enter into a written agreement to
the desired effect is conditioned, It is true,
upon the notification of the assent of all the
others, but, as, doubtless, we shall soon ba
able to satis'y the preseribed condition, we
may look upon the written agreemert as an
accomplished fact. The concessions made
to the United States by the powers con-
eerned in what will be, practically, a srpti-
partite convention, they will be constrained
by international comity, if not by treaties
containing the “most favored nation"
clause, to make also to one another, It
follows that the “‘open door,” which, but
six months ago, geemed to have vanished
from the ficld of practical pu'ities, has heen
made & reality through the eflorts of our |
Government.

From the moment that American com-
modities are adm tted on equal terms with
those of their forcign rivals to the Chinesa
ports already oceupled by Russia Germany
and Franee, or which may, perhaps, be one
day occupied by Great Brituin, Japan or
Italy, our State Department has done
everything for American exporters which
it could be reasonably asked to do. Wa
desire no ‘“‘sphere of influence” in Asia
fo the technical sense of the phrase; wa
would not take part in the dismemberment
of China, if we could possibly avoid it.  All
that we need we shall have gained by the |
written assurances to which we have re.
ferred, o long as they are adhered to by
the co-signatory powers. While thus se-
curing a great boon for American pro-
ducers, manufacturers and traders, wo
have, at the same time, rendeved indls
rectly a great boon to the Middle Kiug-
dom. China's territorial integrity has heen
in no slight measure safeguarded by our
establishment of the principle of the “open
door.”

From Russia, France and Germany, '
which are intensely protectionist coun-
tries, and which hitherto have coveted
oolonles mainly for the purpose of en-
forcing a protectionist policy therein, we
bave taken away the strongest wmotive for
any furthes dismemberment of China.
What is the use of additinnal territorial
aggrandizement at the cost of tue Pekin |
Governwent, if, in the domains thus ac- |
quired, American #n ! British commodities
are to compete on equal terms? It is true |
that the Russians, the Germans and the |
French might have the pleasure of supports |
ing a police force and maintaining order
within more extensive arcas, but what com-
merclal advantage could they procure
therein which they do not already possess?
Of what economic value is Talienwan to
Russia, or Kiao-Chou to Germany, if each
of those actual or prospective eatrepits is
to remain an open door?

It may be sald that the answer returned
by the powers to the request of the United
States, although, upon ite face, unlimited
with respect to time, will prove temporary
in faot, and will be retracted from the mo-
ment that Russia, or Germany, or France
feels itself strong enough in respect of
paval fortresees and warships to break its
word and reimpose its favorite protection-
{st policy within its settlements on the
Chinese mainland. Belore that time
arrives, we also shall have naval fortresses
in the harbor of Manila and elsewhers in |
the Philippines, and it will be the fault of |
our Navy Department and of Congresa if
we do not also possess a navy adequate to
the enforcement of our treaty rights in
China, and of fidelity to written agree- |
@ents on the part of foreign powers,

Jury Trials in Surrogates’ Courts,

An earnest attenpt will be made, at the
epproaching session of the Legislature, to
change the law in respect to contested will
'eases in the Surrogate's Court. Such cases
are now always heard and determined in
the first Instance by the Surrogata
alone. 1If an appeal I8 taken to the
Bupreme Court, the Appellate Divi- ]
slon may order the principal questions |
in the case to be tried before a jury at a
trial term of the Supreme Court. After
such trial, the matter goes back to the Sur-
rogate’'s Court, to be flually disposed of
In accordance with the verdict of the jury. |

Under the present procedure there Is no '
such thing as a jury trial In the Surrogate's
Court itself. Such a trlal, however, is pro-
vided for ina bill framed by Surrogate Mag-
cus of Eria county, which was passed by !
the State Senate last year, but failed in |
the Assembly and is to be presented |
again to the Legislature this winter, i
It has strong support among members of |
the bar in the western part of the State, l
but will doubt ess be opposed by the Statu. |
tory Revision Commissioners at Albany,
whose proposed Surrogate’s Code s also to
be laid before the Legislature, substantially
preserving the existing system of try-
fog probute issues before a jury of the
Bupreme Court,

Surrogate Marcrs has the reputation in
Buffalo of being a capable and painstaking
Probate Judge; und his arguments in favor
of the chango which he advocates are not
without force. It scems to us, however,
that the objections to his plan outweigh
any beneflts which could result from it,

The change would increase, to a very con-
siderabie extent, in the aggregate, the an-
nual expenditure necossary to maintain the |
Slll‘l’ugnh-h Courts in the sixty-one conntivs
of the State.  Additionnl accommodations
for jurors would have to be provided, the |
court roows of the Surrogats
many instances, vequlite to heoy
enlarged, and now s would have |
to be appointed to attend upen the juries
and take charge of them during their de- |
liberations. This last item alone would

would, in

modelled or |

1t oM
ourt ol

add at ".!‘u;‘l siIsty-one officers Lo the eivid |

T — -
llst of the State; and In mazy eof the

counties more than one additional officer
would be peedad.

It is said that the Surrogate, from his
knowledge of  probate law, possess:s
pecullar qualifieations to  preside over a

| jury trial in a will case, but these cannot
"really be so mueh superior to those of a

Supreme Court Judge as to warrant the
chunge on thisacconnt, If a Supreme Court
Justice is not capsble of conducting the
trinl of a will ease he is not fit for his place

The delay in the trinl of such cases, when
they are sent into the Supreme Coart, is
assigned as a reason why n jury should be
called into the Surrogate's Court to try
them there. This delay may be obviated
by a simple expedient. The law should
provide that when questions upon which
the probate of a will depends are directed
to be tried by a jury In the Supreme
Court, such cases xhould have a prefer-
ence in that tribunal. This would insure a
comparatively speedy determination in all
such litigations and would be in accordance
with the genvrally recogniged principle that

e ——

| seem to think it s,

cases Involving the administration of es- !

tatos should be preferred in order of trial
over ordinary controversies. Such is the
practice in the Supreme Court itself, when
questions in divorce suits, or in lunacy
proceedings, are ordered to be tried before

| & jury. Thecass goes to the head of the

calendar st trial term, and the verdict ls
sent back to the Judge at speclal term to
guide him in the final deterwination of the
matter, just as the verdict ina will case
may be sent from the Supreme Court to the
Surrogate.

Trial by jury is a great institution In its
proper place; but its proper piace is not the
Surrogate's Court,

American Financlal Interests in the
Transvaal War.

There I8 no doubt that England's war in
the Transvaal will last very much longer
than was, even a month ago, believed
possible, and that the date of its ending
is something that no man can foresee.
The Boers have strongly fortified thelr
capital city, and even if they are defeated
In one great battle after another, they can
make a final stand there. Pretoria must
neods be taken by slege. Sir MICHAEL
Hicks-Beach's statement in the English

Houss of Commons that no provision for |

continuing the war beyond March 1 would
have to be made is now rldiculous. Lord
KITCHENER 8 reported a8 saying that the
war will last for a year.

The question becomes vitally Interesting
and important to our own people, there-
fora, how such & prolonged and costly
struggle is likely to affect us. We think It
{8 at present the prevalling opinion that
all this is going to accrue to our ben-
efit. It is urged that England must,
in order to keep her 200,000 soldiers
in the fleld, purchase foodstuffs and arms
and ammunition from us in enormous
quantities; and that the general buying
orders of the world, already greater than
over before known, will be placed here in
additional quantity, because of the inter-
ference with England’s manufacturing. It
is a well-known fact that there is to be
provided for soldiers in actual warfare
about twice the quantity of food and
clothing uneeded for them in time of
peace, It is said that the Inevitable
effect of this upon our producing in-
dustries will be beneflcial. The effect of
war anyway, it is argued, is to produce a
large Immediate expenditure, the burden
of which is mainly thrown upon the
shoulders of succeeding generations, but
whose benefits are enjoyed by those living
at the time, even in the country which is
conducting the war.

So far, it must be admitted that the bene-
ficial «ff «cts of the war have not yet been
manifesiel to any conspicuous degree
either in England or in the United States.
The infcrnation from the other
is that all kinds of business save that
directly connected with the fitting out of
ships and soldiers ~ra suffering depres-
sion. This is particul:rly true of ex-
pendit:ies io  Juxury. Never before
was there d-eper gloom in London, both
mora! an® material, than there is to-day.
While Lngland's purchases of foodstuffs,
mules, &c., in this country on account of
the war have so far been considerable,
they have not heen great. The price of
wheat, which, according to all orthodox
theories, ought to be the flrst to advance
In the event of war, has risen but very little
and is now at a point not very far
from the lowest ever known. But the
“war rise" in wheat is only to be looked
for when a war i8 threatenod which fis
likely to interrupt the world’s production.
g0 that the nations will have to draw
upon us for their supplies of grain,
Our exports of cotton to England, which
ordinarily amount in value to mora than
that of all our foodstuffs combined, have
been less this year than for nearly a de-
cade.
out in THe Svxy, is because the English
spinners think a big crop of cotton has
really been gathered and that undue
prices for it have been fostered by
speculation here, Another reason for small
exports is, however, that the famine in
India and the Transvaal war have greatly
diminished England's power of con-
sumption and the world's need for textile
fabrics. Even if cotton were to fall in
price decidedly, it is certain that England's
purchases of it this year will ba greatly
below the normal.

side |
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will, of course, be our own people. That

England's position in the financial world

has been unfavorably affected by this con-

tinual recall of her foreign credits, which |
has now been so long golng on, 18 worthy
of note. Sho has been making a hig
figure for a long time, but for the
last ten vears she has only accomplished it
by drawing upon her capital deposited in
various parts of the world. For the time
being, at least, howaver, this will not help l
us. Weshal! have to provide the money to

pay for the securities she sells, and this |
will, of course, add to the financial strin.
geney already existing,

The question issimply, therefore, whether
the favorable factors of England's and tie
world's purchases in this country, due to the
war, will more than offset the unfavorable
factors of dimlnished exports of cotton and
of the money stringency caused by the stop.
page of work In the Transvaal mines and
by England's sales of American investment
holdings. On which side the balance lies
{8 not 8o easy to detarmine as many people

Taotles and Syntacties.

Even the Hon. WiLLiAM LLOYD GARRI- |
80N, that belligerent friend of peace, must |
admit that war has its beneflcent side. It
it had not been for the trouble in Bouth |
Africa we should never have received this
letter from an esteemed corregpondent who
is eptrenched upon the heighte of syniax,
from which he shells us thus:

“To Tar Enrron or Tur Bun—Sir: In an editorfal
of to-day’'s SUx you use the following sentsnce in
speaking of Gen Burren: 'He is no rash novice, bug
& soldier than whom none in the British army has
had more constant experience of war,' Now,sir, I
mean to take ex ‘eptiun to the phrase ' than whom,'
and [ contend that it should have ueen than wio, I
am sure you will admit that I amu righs synactically. |
If nos, I will prove it.

"1 know the reasons usually advancel for the
phrase ‘than whora,' namely, MILTON'S use of it in
‘Paradise Lost,’ and usags. But these I do not con-
sider =uffalent to justify a violation of syntax.
Would you, please, nblige me by stating your rea. |
sona for using the phrase? Ocr or Town. I

“Dzec. 28."

Our friend pute the cart befors the horse.
Syntax doesn't moke usage, but usage
makes syntax. Logie and strict mechan-
lcal correctnesa have to yield to this ime
perious and whimsical tyrant. Indeed, it
is no paradox to say that In {ts exuberant
moments the English languuge, like the
Emperor SraisMuxDp, Is above grammar.
A hundred grammarians may lay down the
law, assist fallen syntax to his feet and
frown majeatically at usage, but the rascal
wlll have his way.

*Than whom" need not depend upon
Mintox for justification. The phrase is
unusual, as the friend of syntax admits,
But let us turn to the dictionary, which is
a sort of brother-in-law of the grammar
and not disposed to consent to any diminu-
tion of the family rights. Enter the Stand-
ard Dictionary:

“In‘abridged clauses after than the objeoctive pro-
nouns me, Aim, Asr, ote,, are often incorrectly used,
showing a tendency to treat thon as a preposition,
and o the case of *'an whom the tendency has be-
come 80 stron: that this form is generally regarded
a8 the accepted nsage'’

Perhaps this is a little timid. We should
say that ‘‘than whom™ is not meorely
regarded as, but is, the accepted usage.
“It is the more usual,” says our little
fr'end, the Century Dictionary. Prob.
ably most cultlvated persons would never
think of asking a dictionary about it
They would use it instinctively, Theincor.
rectness is become perfectly correct. Pain- |
ful precisians may hammer *‘than who"
into the heads of children and deplore false
analogy and exhibit '‘than whom" to pub-
lic scorn as an upstart and a blunderer;
but there it is and there it will remain, It
might serem easier and more natural to say
“than who" than *‘than whom," but it has
not been, or else the wicked take a naughty
delight in vexing the souls of the grame
marians,

Refusing allegiance to usage, the advo-
cate of syntax can continue to do homage
to “than who." Thereby he does his duty
as he sees it, and reaps a deserved reward
in the consciousness of superfority, which
upliolds the grammarlan in a perverse
worid. It would be almost a sin for him to
justify what he regards as a violation of
syntax.

It is comforting to see that the laws of

| syntax are not silent in the midst of arms;

This, as has been previously pointed |

On the other hand, the stringency in the |

English money market caused by the war
bas, so far, resulted in a speculators’ panio
here and in a diminished value of all inveat-
ment gecurities; and so long as the war
lasts and the Transvaal gold mines are
closed, and business activity everywhere
keeps so great it is admitted by all, we
think, that money will remain “ tight" the
world over. Up to this time England has
raised the money to carcy on the war by

issuing Treasury bills and by other vxped.

fents which did not involve an addition to |

the permanent funded delit of the country,
But it is now certain that within a
few weeks, perhaps within a few days, an
enormous addition to the permanent debt
must be made and must be followed by sue-
cossive additions while the war is on. Esti-
mates vary as to the sum roquired, but,
if the war lasts throughthie vear, it will no
doubt result in an inerease of the English
national debt Ly not far from one hundred
willions pounds sterling. This will be
simply tha ereation of 80 much new in-
terest-bearing securities of the highest
class, which will be sought for by banking
houses and investors the world over,
Other securities of a less dosirable charace

ter wili he sold inorder to obtain the mones |
[ with which

to buy the new and
American bonds and stocks of un invest.
went character rarely disturbed will comea
into the market,  In other words, England
will continue to be a seiler of American
securities as she has been ever since 13005;
aud the chief

(]

ones |

that tactics haven't driven syntactics out.

The Devil Is Loose.

Col. WiLLIAM JENNINGS BRYAN I8 now
suffering from a complication of issues, all
of them fatal, It s almosta sin to add to
his troubles, but in the public interest ho
must not be spared. This i8 no time for |
him to be worrying through William J. l
Bryan League love feasts and Jackeon Day |
banquets and Dollar Dinners.  Still less is
it a time for him to be breaking camel birds
or hunting Mexican lions or performing
voluntaries on the big, big horn.

We meant to break the news gently, but
the awful truth must not be delayed. The
Octopus is come! His ravages on this con-
tinent everybody knows, Now he has
appeared in Franco and seems likely to
desolate the world. The sad story is told |
by a correspondent of the Pall Mall Gazeite,
who writes from Rivage de Questichou, a
watering placn on the coast of the Chor.
bourg promontory. For two or three
months that coust has been devastated by
octopuses. The fisheries have been ruined,
The boats are laid up. The devila “devour
everything,” just as they do in this coun-
try. Remorselessly they tuck away oysters
and all shell flsh, crabs, lobsters; eapecially
the lobsters, just as they do here. The
shore is paved with octopuses, Sixty-eight
of them have been counied at one timo in a
distance of 200 yards. A fellow flve feet
seven across the tentacles Is looked upon as
rather undersized, "“"Some o’ the suckers
are ns large as a two-shilling piece, They
arn most loathsome beasts " Ag well the
Colonel knows. A nasty people,” us old
Capt. Damprer sald of the Hodimodods,

And what will they do next? Will they
continue their revels along the French
coast or, considering favorably the Hon.
Wirnias TELL STEAD'S schemy of a French
invagion of London, will they cross the
Channel, swim boldly up Thames, t

|

tha
attack Billingszate Market and Spypson's
tish table d'hite, and in due time sopnd back
foragers to int reept the whitebait at
Grreenwich?  Is it not mueh mope probable

that they have been provisionng their |
fleet for a cruise across the Atlantiey And |
against whom s that cruise aled? Who

is the most ferocious chaserof the ( Yetopns?
Whom has the Octopus most reason to hate |
and fear? Who has sworn to b s up the
claws of the Octopus besidethe dried forked |
tongua of the Money Devil?

A satisfled siile lickers over Col Bryas's |
lips, but dies into a shudder. T teath, he y
has need of wary walking. The devil of the
deep, ruthless, cunning, six feet woross the
tentacles, is after him, A diabolical, patient
fish, capable of nabb ng the Colonel by the
side of the Potomae, of penetrating the

| forth.

| Government conld venture safely upon giv.

I believe the Hon, Humenrey D

| April, when this House will stand adjonyned.””

| mnion ns an e

River as an antepast to the sweeter morsel,
his enemy ! The Colonel should be provided
with a bodyguard of sworn Octopodieides
at onee, Al Bryanites should be awake to
the peril. As ABE SINKENZOOPER, the Sil-
ver Singer of the Ozarks, says in his ** Last |
Appenl
'Statesiuen, seck no more to dope s
Giive your gibberish pause'
Her beh A your maonum « pus
Slay the foul aud fell Ostopus
Cut his eldriteh ¢

laws'

We shall expeet 1o see Col, BRYAN even
bitterer in his war aga'nst Trusts hence-
The Octopus has begun a war of
eriminal ngeression agninst him,

The Danisik West Indies,

Denmark has long desired to sell her
threo little islands in the West Indles, but
she wished to drive a good bargain, and
our Government thought the price she
asked was too high. She did not care to
sell at all till 8t. Thomas lost muech of its
commercial Importance, and then $7,800,
000 was asked for that island and St
John, leaving St. Croix out of the
question, 8he is now willing to take
$3,000,000 for tho three islands, and

liey aro worth the money. The inhabis
tants have always been willing to transfer
their alle g ance to our nation and Denmark
I8 willing to part with the islands because
they are of scarcely any advantage |
to her. 8he sells to them a littla butter, !
but not much else, For years they have
hought in this country most of the food
they do not raize and nearly all the coal
they sell to stewmships, but England sells
thewm most of their cotton goods and since
1808 they have bought much Cardiff coal.

These islands are on the point of the
great bend described by the West Indies
groups, and are ' 1us most advantageously
placed for trade with both divisions of the
Antilles, the chain running east and west
and that running north and sonth, In the
days of sailing vessels, St. Thomas, with its
excellent harbor, was the central point of
commercial distribution among the islands,
European commodities were landed there
to be carried by smaller vessels to other
islands,  But the era of steam has changed
the system of distribution, A general
entrepot is no longer required, for all the
Islands are now suppliea directly by regu-
lar lines of steamers. Thus St. Thomas
has lost much of the importance it once
enjoyed,

St. Thomas and 8t. John lie on the same
submarine plateau from which Puerto Rico
rises and are really a prolongation of
Puerto Rico to tha east, but St, Croix, to
the gouth, {8 geographieally distinet, being
separated from them by a deep ocean val-
ley. The islands have folt severely the de. |
cadenco of the West Indies sugar industry
and are not prospering.  They are fair and
fertile, but are sulfering from neglect,

| Thelrpeople speak alittle Danish and other

European languages and a good deal of
English, and there is no reagon why, under
more favorable conditions, they should not |
flourish as they did years azo. It wiil be a
blessing to the {slands if they come under
our flag, and we can make them worth much
more to this country than their cost,

To Set Cuba Going,

A circular issued by ths Planters and
Farmers' Association of Cuba, of which Mr.
Evaristo MoNtawvo and Francisco Fie-
UERAS are the representativesin the United
States, contains this instructive appeal:

“We arc in‘ormed by the ahlest anthorities that to
prohibit lranchises in the United Sites at tiis time |
would bring to a stand<t 11 sll progress, sll pro; wor |
ity. You can, therefore, real ze how disastrouns is
the result in Cuba—-Cu'a just coming forth from
centuriea of Spaui-h oppres-fon, just strugeling
to galn her feet following war and the We lar
regime. To Cuba and Cubans, when in the name of
huwmanity the United “ta'cs interfered, the flag of
the great Republie of the North br ught hope, this

ply to be followed cgain hy desnair when they
found toat all progr ss was ve'oel by this legisla-
tion prolubiting francbisos. The result would have
be n crushingly ns had it not been that
Enul sl and Gercan capitalists, undeterred by this |
American lezislat on, enter d the Cuban feld.

We recoguize that at this time In the world’s !
history the power must rest somewhers to grant
franclises. It does so rest for every place on carth
but Cuba; and we kniow of no place where that power
can be with greater saf oty entrusted than in the
Exeenutive and the Miitary Arm of the United
Btates,”

['nless the existing barrier to the grant-
ing of frauchises for enterprises of all sorts
in Cuba is withdrawn by Congress, the
prime need of Cuba's development will be
long in coming and worry will walt on
them, It the Planters and Farmers' Asso-
efation of Cuba are ready to trust the mili-
tary arm of the United States, surely this

lisast

ing the puwer desirad to Gen, Woob.,

The wind is rising in Maryland, it we may
WoLre, who
nominated the Hon Lroyp WrirgiNs<ox for
Rpeaker of the Maryland Houge of Delegates,
Vote for Wirxinson, said the melodious
Worre,

“and vour acts will be greeted by a storm of ap-
proval that will start in the now snow.capped

| mountains of Garrect and Allegany, sweep down

throa:h tho middle countes, foercasing in volume
until, reach ng the Monamental City, it will become
a tornado, whoeh, sweeping across the hay, the
counties of the Fastern Shore, will have developed

into averitable blizzasd by the third day of next

Mr. WiLgiNy oN, who may be flatterad
by pralse of his wind-produring POWers, was
eloctad Speaker. The snow-eapped moun-
taing of Garrett and Allegany begin to shake
with storm. On or about April 3, look for
the blizzard

not

Telophione lines are to he constructed in
the mountain ecountirs of Kentueky., In this
projeet there is promise o mitigation of the
horrors of feuds. When the survivors on one
slde of a feud ean amploy the telephone in cone
veying sentiments to survivors on the othe
side, there will be fewsr opportunities !u;’

words to lead up to bullets and buekshor.,

On Jan. 1 the good eitizens of Toronto
ohosa for their Mavor Mr E, A, MacbDovaLDb,
SOMA  yoars ' n newspaper
favor'ng the annexatior of Canada to the
United States, on a platform chiefly concernad
with the street ra lway sorviee and the prics of
gas. but aue plank of the platiform was for
ihe bullling of canal between Lake |
Huron and Lake Ontario, !

We supposa that this canal would lead from ‘
Toron'oto Nottnwasaga Bay, the c<outhern end
of Georgian Day, in the nartheastern eorner of
Lake Huran, It may he that it wou!d be worth
Toronto it it smaecks altogether too
strongly of a4 scheme for Jdeveloping the Do-
emy of the Unitc | States,

Money spent for the (nrtifleation of one part
of this continent against the other, when polit.
fen! common-sense and patriotism say that it
all shemld be one, (s tolly egreglous to the point
of eriminnlity

the editor o

1 ship

s while, |

Ourestocined contemporary, the Engineer-

i Neeg, takes issue with the Mayor as to
pew  hridges by sdvising that the present
Brooklyn Dridge be made to aceommodats |
more trafile If the ety Mdmiuisteation,” '
says the Eagiiee y Mg, U wore inflnencad
by no other motivee than to securs o needod
aldition to the teansit facilitios across the

Last Rivar with the jeast exrenditure, it Is
«afe to say that that is the solution which ft |
would adopt.™

— S —

| attacked the Boor

| fgure

worthy of uil eare. But the case has another
voint, The trouble with an enlargement ofthe
present bridge would be that it would make the
entrancs skl more erowded angd inconvenlent
than it is, and further discommode the street
traffie of the neighborhood, something to Le

| very strenuously avoided

On the question between brides and tun-
ne'. thera is a pretty stalwart argument
behind the tunnel and, particularly at this
moment, bahind the tunnel which would bring
the radroads ot Long leland over to Mun
hattay

\theriean oecupation of Cuba has not
driven native Spanish business men from the
Islan'l A member of a firm in Havana tells a
correspondent that he knows of no instanss of
a Spaninrd abandoning his Interests in the
fslands since Cubacrame under United Statos
eontrol. On the contrary, he estimates, nine
thousand persons have come from Spain within
a yenrto make their homes in Cuba.

IN SOUTH AFRICA.

The astivity uoted o the operations at all
points in 8outh Africa continuss with varying
results. For military reasons, Cal. Pilcher's
mixed force that defented the Boers at Sunny-
side, and subsequently oceupied Douglas on the
Vaal River, found {tself obliged to fall back
to Dover Farm toward Be!lmont: and
Gen. Babington's cavalry brigade returned to
tha Modder River camp. The reasons appear
to be that the Boars made a demonstration
from the east toward Belmont, and a small
foree tried to rush the Klokfonteln station, just
below the Modder River. A commando of
#00 Boers was a'so reportad approaching
Dover Farm, and Gen. Cronje had sent a
rednforeement of 400 men in support,
The British movement, thore‘oro. has failed
substantially and resultad in obligiog the

farmers who, befora {t, were allowed by the |

Boers to remain quietly on their farma to
abandon them and take refuge within the
British lines. The ilnes of the Modder River
eump are reported to have been advanced a
thousand yards covered by the naval guns.

(ien, French appears to have got himself
into a tight place near Colesberg and was
obliged to call for aid from De Aar, which was
sent. At last accounts he was atill on the
defensive, being unable to oceupy the town.
The Boer accounts speak of the British
attacks as having been repulsed, and ap-
parently they mean to make a stubborn
resistance to their further advance,

Clear details of the flehting between Molteno
and BSterkstroom are wanting, but Gen,
CGintacre appears to have suceeeded in pushing
the Boers back from Cyphergat, at the northern
end of the Tylden Pasas, through thes Storm-
berg range, to Molteno, which they held
at last accounts. Dordrecht has been
avacuated by the British, who have retired to
Lird's Siding. on the Sterkstroom and Indwe
Railway line, where it is erossed by the high
road between Dordrecht and Queonstown,
At this point they protect the ruliway and cover
Gien. Gatacre's rear agalnst a raid from
Dordrecht.

The Boer accounts of matters on the Tugela
varysomewhat from the British. They describe
the fire of the British naval guns 18 in-
sffectiva and appear to sufer little Inconveni-
ence fpom it, Gen. Luecas Mever has resumed
command of the division guarding the Tugela
at Colenso, having been ubsent sinea the Brit.
ish defeat, A Britiah reconnoissance in the di-
rection of Bpringfleld to the Littla Tugela
Bridga found the Boers In some foree,
and returned having lost an officer and
five men missing., Reports from the Boer
camp at Ladysmith state that the British send
cut patrola every night who exchange shots
with the Boer pickets, that seem to boe more
alert than before the loss of their gunson
Lombari's Kop and Pepworth Rill The news
generally from Natalindicates an early renewal
of the attempt by the British to cross the
Tugela to the relief of Ladvamith,

A despateh from Pretoria states that the na.
tive Chief Linchwe, with 3,000 warriors, who
Inagers near Dorde Poort

|

E——
" River are nesded, to be sure, and sconomy Is | THE COST OF VICTORY FOR THE

on the Marfco Rivar, had been defeated and

 his mendi<persed and thelr villages destroyed,

These ineldents are the result of the empl oy« |

ment of the notives against the Poers by the
British military authorities in Rhodesia,
Among the many comments on the war in
South Afriea, one of tha most interesting, and
one might say one of the most intelligent of
the apyrecintions of the situation, {s from the
per of Herr Konig, the German military his-
toran. He says: "The Boers have shown
tacties which may compel all the military
powers to revisa the tactical instruetions
for their armies. They have shown low
the strateglionl offensive ecan ba ecombined
with the tactical defensiva. This Boer war is
amazing =o far, but it would certain!y be the
most amazing war in history if it was the

| means of teaching their business even to the

groat strategists of the Continent. Twomonths
ago the Transvaal hurgher was the most gno-
rant man in the wor'd—in the English papers;
to-day, In the same quarter, he {8 ahout tha
most fin'shad produet, in the way of brains, of
the nineteenth century,”

Point is given to the ssverity o’ tha last sen-
teneces of Here Kanig's comment, by the way in
which the Brittsh commanders, aftor each de.
feat, have fnvariably magn fled the Voar forces
opposad to them. Were their eatimatea acous

rate, the Boers should have not leas than |

5,000 men in the fleld, a very Jdifferant
flzure to that pat forward by the war
party in Eneland when urging tha Govern-
ment to make war, The chiel elaments of
the Roer successes are thelir mobility, the
sk !ful usenftha rnrwa'innr rifla. and the ahla
manner in which their lenlars, whether native
or foraign, have applled the guiling prinefnles
of the ml'itary art to loeal efreumstances; and
the skilful way in which, havine wreste) the
inttintive from the eneimny at the sturt, they
have preserved it throughout the campalgn.

Counting the Cost of the War,
From the St. Jomes Goelte

In October 8ir Michasl Hicks-Beach took a

somewhat rosy view of the prospects of the war, |
He deseribed the War Ofce estimates, amount. |

inzto £10,000,000, as having been much
drawn up than neual; and the impression he zave
the House of Commons was that this sum would go
avery long way indeed in paving for the war, His
own tnethod of meet ng the cost was to ear-mark for

re enpue of £3 000,000 apd to take power to ralse
£5,000000 by Treasury Dills, which would thus

| leave iim with s million forcontingencies. We are not

in the secrets of the Treasury asto the cxact amonnt
of money which has actually been expended bhut
we have no hesitation in arsuming that, in fact. this
extra million and saveral other extra millions have
been by now expended. A short time since wo saw
it estimated that £14,000,000 had been spent, and
we are probably within the mark in sceepiing that
But nobody can now suposs that £15 000,
000 will go even half way towar 1 the whole cost of
this war. Wonld it not be prudent, at least. to asti-

better |

| war purposes an anticipated surplus on this years |

mate that befors weara out of the wood we shall |

have to find something very near ££0,000 000% And
does not this make a vast difference, when the gues-
tion of how that sum s to be raised has to be djs-
cusse 17

Wa have not yet taken over the Transvaal Govern-
ment, and auy scheme for recouping onurselves out
of the Transvaal revenue is somewhat jremature,
Are the tatpayers of next year to be saddled then
with enormons extra burdena? Ia the Income Tax
in danger of beine ralsed to a shilling? We hopas
not  But there seems to he only one way of avoid
inz(t, anatha’ s by a War Loan. In our opinlon,
the need for s i.ch & Loan onght to be taken promptly
into consideration by the Government

South Afriea and Bull Ruu.

To 1ur Foiron or Tae 8uos—ver: While adnuit
ting the interast of the comparisous of British and
Civil War battles, I do not think the right compan
sons are drawn., THE SUN sa)rs that the Britisl are
up axainst modern tactics, &, for the first t.we in
fifly years and proctically says they are groon at the
game That'aso. Then, why not compare the Mod
ler River and Tugels aflairs with Bull Rua and
later bring in subs gunent battles to rank with th s
np to Gettysburg, whero [ watmrsel,

New York, Jan. 4 i M OSMItH

The British troops eagaged in South Afriea
were not "green’ and Yraw,” but the bestan |
most seasoned af the egu'ar troops of the
British Army, while the Poors are raw vo u
teers, a= wore almost wholly the lorees th
sides at onr Bull Run, vet even at Bull Lun the
loss befors the deleat was 12 per eent., while
that of GaTacre, METHUEN and BULLER was

n i

buycrs of these securities } wuddy Platte, of eating fire in the CLicago | Better facilitios for travel across the Eass | less than 8 per cen!. in killed aud wounded.
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BRI TINN,

The Criticlams of a Canadinn Correspondent

Considered,
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To THE EviroR oF

ernl ocensions of late

|
|
\

pointed remarks as to the tolly of the British |

tivonps in moking front attacks on positions in
which the ensiny were almost in perfect se-
curisy, positions which no amount of valor,
therefore, could have avatled to capture. The
lesson of the war, you have Informed your
readers, is the ex‘raond nary advantage en-
Joved by the defonce when ocenpying positions
of their own choosing, uly |~:‘|»ch'lv':| aceord-
ing to the best military methods, On NSuniday
1a8t, howaver, you republished an artiels from
the Army and Nary Jowrnal commenting on
the smail 1osses in killed and wounded which

the Britiah have sustained {n the pressnt war—
not over B per cont on nn averags of the tronpe
engnaged and atating that " enod tpoops shon'd
stand mueh honvier losass than these without
blench ng'' Ediorin'ly Tre Sus seems fally
to endorse this criticism

Does not ev o rything depend, howover, on the
affect yon are prodneing on the enemy? 1If
with a loss of 8 per cent von have inflicted
anything ke sqnal 'oss on the epemy it I8
eartainly ton soon to ratirs fron the atruegle;
hut this, ns 'K 8US has been most emphatic
in stating, has not hean the cass in these South
Afriean battles  Gen Buler at the Tuwe'n
loat avereieht hundre t men killad and wouna-
od; while Tre Sux, T gon (8 dicposed to ac-
cant the Boar statuinant that their total losses
foll shart of farty, Such a disparity may in-
diente n terrible want of julement on the
part of the British in making tha attack: but
aurely it wonlld searesly have haen desirahls to
continue so unequal & struggle simply becanas
A cortalin average proport on of losses to men
engaged had not been reached

tiloes not aeem to ma that Tre RUx's justl.
flention of the remarks of the Army and Nary
Journal (s q o ite consistent with ita previcng
amphatis uttarnnces ne tothe fatal arrora of
the Hritish commanders, W, D, Lk BugUR,

Orrawa, Jun, 2.

The enntradietion, ac it seems to Mr Le
Sueur's mind, does not exiat in fact. The tace
tieal and atratagio polioy of assaulting protected
positions of the Boers is eriticlsablo as bad, as
wasteful, but onee [t was atopted {t was not
put ton fair trinl of {ts full possibilitiea by the
British . or, at least, they gave up the attompt
after suffaring only asmall percentage of lossns
as compared with thosa often endared In war,
With the enormons a'tvantage the British have
in forees in the flell or which they can recruit
throughout thelr vast empire, in money and in
all the resources of war, they can well afford
tostand lossasten timesasgreat as those which
wonld eventually exhaust the Boars, with
their limite !l military resourees, They could
keap on hammering uway at the enemy, and
even if they disablad fow in tha protected
positions fn each engagement, as compared
with their own losses, they wounld finally de.
stroy both his defensiva and offansive pawar
by the eonstant at'ritfon  The enst would ba
terrible, but until the strategy of the campnign
is radieally ehanged it must be paid or the
British military reputation will suffer griov.
oualy meanwhila.  Moreover, Englanl feals
that it {s Aghting in South Afriea for a terrible
stuke, aven the preservation of the British
Empirve itself The Army and Navy Journal
simply sald and domonstrated that, judged
by the experiensas of many battles of *ha past,
the British troops had not yet stond up to the
test, but had desisted aft:r comparatively
small loases,

As the situation In South Africa s now, the
British are confronted everywhare by the Boars
in protected positions, and their only present
hope, in some cases, of escaning from capifula-
tion, seoms to ba to risk attack upon tham at
any cost, Eventually the unwise Britisn strate
egy which dividad their enlumns, probably for
political rather than military reasons, may be
changed to a poliey of e neantration, but before
the changs can bo effvctad grave disasters are
likaly to occur to their seatterad foroes, unless
they are prepared for thae stoutest possible
resistanco. They may ba forced to fight, but
the indieations ara that they will ight {n vain
it they are not ready to stand up against a far
heavier percentage of losses than anv they have
vet endured  The history of war affords them
many examples of such persistence 'n the faca
of the certainty of terrilile proportionate de-
struction. This South African war ¢ a hard
eontest, and, apparently, it eannot ba won
against the Boers, ight ng de'ensively, without
the staving qua'l'y of tha Briti<h troops being
taxe? to the utmost by appalling sacrifice in
the fleld.

AULTAN'S BROUTHER<IN<-LAW,

THE
Mahmoud Pasha's Flight From Constane
tinople,

A desputeh from Constantinnple says that the
Bultan “{s greatly upset” by the Jdisappearance
on Thursday, Dec, 14, of Mauhmoud Pasha, the
husband of his sister, Renihé Saltana. The
desputch  mentions  inefdentally  that the
SBultana’'s jewels also disappeared. Bix days
later Marseilles announeed the arrival of
Mahmoud in that city, and when he reached
Paris ou Dec. 21 the reporters there had the
honor of ioterviewing the distinguished

| brother-in-law, He doubted the accuracy of the

report that the Sultan was mentally disturbed
over hia departure. In fact, he had been fairly
chased out of the country by his auguet rela-
tion, who hiad been led, most unjustly, to
believe that his sister's hushand had accepted
bribes trom Lnglishmen to promote the inter-
ests of their appeal for tha Bagdad railroad
concession wh eh the Sultan gave to the Ger-
mans. " Turkey would te mors prosperous,”

Muhmoud Ia reported as saying, "if my wife's |

brother had taken my advies Instead of attri-

buting to me mischievous designs that serve
as o pretext for hunting me down, I have no
antipathy against him, mere'y ahject to his
gysem of government as belny pernicious to
the country,’

Muahmoud's hame in Constantinople is within
the imperial palace and, on his own statement,
itis not surprsing if his Mae -ty ardently de-
sired the isha to betanke himsel! eisewhere ;
for Mahmoud dee arcs that he is a member of
the Young Turkey par y which favors reform,
amore tberal government and oMenl moas-
ures for the promotion of commerce and ne
dustry It is newedless to say that the Sultan
has no affection for the members or admira-
tion for the pronein'es of the Young Tursey
arty  In fact, it lenders
walth and Jongevity to earry on their propa-
ganda, tor the most part, ontside the sultan's
aphare o influenece: and Maimoud now pro-
poses to follow their examnp's,

“Lamgoing to Engand,’” he sald, “to write
all thot T have at heart, T wish totrey to l{b-
aratemy country from n tyranny that is lead-
ing it to ruin. 1 hope to earry on an ag tation
that shel! Le frutfal in prac ioal and heneA.
eent resulits " He adds that he does not arm to
overthrow the Sutan, bat to induce him to
.'Mn’-t amore lihera! svstom of government

The stifling of progress {0 all direetions is
inherent in tha Turkish governmental polioy,
and the putriots who try to introluce reform
nesume a inrge coptract. Bt the motivea of
the Young Turkey party are most lnudahla:
and it fu to he presumed, in view of Mahmoud's
avowed devorion tothe lo‘tiest {deala and the
good of his eoun'ry, that the
tho disappearnties of the Sultana’s ywwels on
the day he left town was unjustly spread
atroad by the snemies of reform.

Consumption Increasing,
Fromthe M dieal ]

Dr. Johon H. Pryor of Baifal
the death rate from eomeumptio

cru
sald that Jast year
n this Srate had

fnere sed ), and had vased so far i the
present yon= that 1 this rate contingq there wonld
be in the yens over one thonsan 1 deaths from ean
sumtion—protably the hizlest desth rate ever
known

A Bostonian Marries Into I argo,
From the Bosten terald

Miga Loulsa Cn<hing, danzghter of

Mr, ¢
oo Tt Ir, and

tLushing of Beacon street, and M

Edward Hought m James of Fargo N D, wopa
married at the Urotestant Episcopa Coureh, af
the Ascpnsin n Washing: 108t YOROr.
uny nifternoon

roand Mrs mes wiil ma e their home in
Dakota, The groom Is a lawyer in Largo,

Al of the Bills Nieely Preserved,

Jout the mumps you had last w
ter?” his wile Interrupted, i

it conducive to |

e ——
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BRITISH WAR POETIRY.

Sunt Lacryme Rerum,
From At Queen

Happy, thrice happy, are the brave, who, dying,
Uptield vur Kuglasd's houor in the Sonth;
Thev, t 1ag dar ng. odd - and desth defyiog,
Shall Live from wouth 0 mouth

But many a heart ia heavy this December,
Out on the Veldt, and 1 our North ra lele,
For it is nard to live and w remember
A lamt farew il and smile,

Manr a'e gone  Ah me. the wall-loved faces
Grow few and fewer with the dving year!

Ot e:s uay come. but none will A1 their places,
No, nons can be as lear,

Joux Jeavis Beazsrons,

Counfessional,
From ih: Westminster (Jasette,

Lord God, whom we hesought so 1ate,
Thon wouldst not aufler us forget

Thy Nawe and our woak human state=
Have pativuce, Lord, & little yet,

To-day no pomp of empire fills
Tio wintry 1ant: amazed and awed
We wateh Thy slowiy-grinding Mills
Mote vut to us our just reward.

To day. by foemen nore heass,
Disuayed we draw o or dostined Lok

W pra ed to Thes * Loeat we forgey”
Anl, even as we prayusd, forges,

With £ olish, rash. vain glorious worde
And sorry welf-suMiclency

We boastad girding on our awo -
As those who lay their srmor by,

Wherefore the enrse upon us lise
Of wirrors all unrealy fonpd,
Of bragg rta bliinded t) despise
TlLer for before the trumpets sound,

Humbly we ca'l upon Thy Name,
Fresoun » noe mor thegrin asssull,
We o confess O Losd with shame
Qur fanlt our very yrievous fault.

Give back onr fathers’ starn disdain
Of 1dle brg and empty hoses,

So ahall we sta i a o't szain
Aud race unmoved the hostile hoet,

The Volice of the Women of England.
From the Pall M 1l Gasette,

We havelent to our conntry all

(Well knowing, well counting the cost),
By her colors to «tand or fall,

The Treasu-es we hold to the most.

In the sigh of our wak'ning hreath,
In tha sobh of u- nizhtly pras'e,

We know, to the portals of dsath,
Our brave ones will do or dare,

And the wires of fats have in charge
The tidings for which we sicken,
Whethe terrors our nesris anlarge,

Or fond hopes our pulses quicken.

Ah’' what shall be born of to-day,

Orwhat then, hronght forth to-morrew,
Is the care that has come to stay,

The anx'ous thouzht, kin to sorrow,

'Tis th link that in closo-Arawn band
Anear hrings na aach unto each,

With heluing hand held onut to haad
In emotions too potent for speech.

If the leas ns we're learning to-day
Were needed in truth and in Aeed,

To show na the Narrow (ateway,
And lead us therein to make speed,

Then grant us to lay it to heart,
Let, Vathar, thy chastnine cease,
Make foul fiends of war to deoart,
And send us white Angels of peace!

E. C, (Couxrzss or) Comsl,

The Gray Mother,
I0 AN OLD GAELIO AIR)
Fram the The Sneotator,

[The Colonia! Volunteers procssded to the fromtes
Public Press.)

Lo. how they eome to me,
Long through the night I eall them,
AL, hw the ' turn to me,

Fast and Boith my children scatter,
North and West the world they wander,

Yet they came back to me,
C me with their brave hearts beatlag,
Longing to die for me,

Me the grav. old. wearr mother,
Throned smid the Northern waters,

Whera thay have died for me,
Dicd with their songs arouad me,
Girding my shores for me,

Narrow was my dwelling for them,
Homes they builded o'er the ocean,

Yet they laave all for ma,
Hearing thair mother eslling,
Bringing their lives for me.

Par from South reas awiftly sailing,
Out from under atars I know nok,

Come thev to fight for me,
Sons of the sona [ nurtured,
God keep them safs for me.

Long agn their fathars saved me,
Dled for me among the heather,

Now they coma back t4 me,
Come, in their chiliren's childrem, « « @
Brave of the brave for me

In the wilds and waves they sinmbes,
Deep they slumber in tue leserts,

Rice thay from craves to me,

(iraves whera they lay forgotten,
Blhades of the brave for me
Yet my sonl is vetled in sadnees,
For I see them fall and perish,
Strewine the hills for ma,

Clatming the worl | in Aving,
Bonght with their blood for me.
Hear the gray, old Northeru mothen,
Blessing now her dying children,—
an‘l’ )tlv:n ve ‘h“. for me, —

Christ waich ve in your sleep!
Where yo have die!l for me. "
And when G04's nwn slogsn soundeth,
All the drad world s dust awaking,

ARh. w!ll ye Inok for me?
Rrave'y we'll atand together

Iand wy sous with we,
L. MacLeaw Warn

Glencoe— Flandslaagte — Relmont — Enelin=
The Modder.

From Literature,

Acrnss tha atreaming flond the de'p ravine,
Through harrieanss of shot, theonzh hells of fire,
To rocka whess m risd marksmen lurk unseen
Thrh -;mulfnt legions mount, mount Af'l!l
igher

" Farth and har element: nrotast the foe;

sinfster report of |

|

|

From ‘he Phaiadel ko ey
Mrs, Youngwe l=You know Unols Pineher
snid he wis w g tosend us samaot! 2 that
wauld hely o Save our coal bills this yaur?
Rty . Really? A srook of oon
Mra, Yo, Wi \ e arrangemeat |
S
Pessimlian Cheecked
1 /e
\o hie i aained, YL NeVer sice
cocded inentting anvihing thing! lhave
always had tastrive hard for ey erything that
| hascomtome. |
“Wlint

Hi« are the evvared trench, the ambushed bill,
The trea herons pit, the sndden secret blow,
‘The swift retreat—but oura the conquering will.

Arainst that will in vain the fatal lead,
Vnin s the stuublorn heart. brite cunping vain;
Btrong in the trinmphs of thy dauntiess dead,
Advance, Imperial Race advance and relgn.

W.J. Covnruoen

The Cry of the Broken-Hearted,
From the Quemn,

When tha Day of Battle is endad,
And the cruel suspense (s pat,

Whan ths honrs of anvuished waiting
Ara over forall, at last

Tawen those who are rout ited
Will (e their praise t) God~

Ent the 1.1 1 have walted and longed for
Licn. vo celess, under the sod.

Thase werse many who climbed the hill-side
When they stormed the enemy's post,

The s was many A cheer ontringing
L orthe trivmph of ritsin's hos*,

There wore many who «tood, unwounded,
Unha m d, at the cet of sun=

But the lad I have waited and longed for,
His day of bastie was done.

Ere ong—by many a fireside
They will tell of that uallant fight,
They will priise_those warrior heroes,
The power of Britain’s mizht.

They will speak - wit awsstruck volces—
Of thoircomrades among the slain—
But the Jud I have waited and longed for

Will apeak to me naver agsin,

You are Aead for vour Quean and your coun!
You ure dead in m||3|nnnr and pride! bt
Yon .{v- dead t it your brother soldjers
Might riss with the triumph-tice!
You have paid the prioe of tha r glory,

A asoldier woull wan to do—
Av' but my lad that 've longed for
My heart's just breaking for you! |
Doma Tionas '
The Girl 1 Let’ Be'lnd Me. l
|

From the Westming'er Goselle.

Wo p'raded out at the stroke o' feur,

Bt the girle was tioars two honrs before,
Wesliug along they mud so’ mist, |
¥ach w th s love clung close to 'is ‘
The kiddies' t rehes paled the moon,

An' my girl called £'r the roarin’ toon,

Ta-ra rara-rara
“The girl I lef’ be'ind me."

'Frr eves wos red, but ‘er smile wos brave,

Bhe A hrortatup'ny lag to wave;
Shoe prrohed it up in‘er sullor ‘st

Av' #hie 1od the cheerin’ smartan
As tiie band burst out with a sn mﬂ':hn,
Whils ey ry trooper kiseed ‘ie gicl, -
A-TA-TATS-T
The girl [ lef' be'ind we,”

She'n'ard at work in o garrit, [
Stitehin® Like fun at s hig ll‘nll'”m,

An' ‘mid the whier of "er old machine,

I1iba k il 'nm-\“ th' roar, hetween,
When ‘w mentieapsin the fosmen's lain,
AL ‘il iraathe a tiny prl]'r.n'

I ra-rara ora,
The givl [ 1ef’ be'ind me."”

.‘\J*. l.f as ".fl arry the 'eights, [ fal],
sthothe wir b ug smoke £'r n so dier'y pall
When we rosh the bush an’ th 14
'Y" o :ﬂ"'l" var's chilly \1ren:".. o

o'l find i the hreast o' me Llvomin’ ohind
The fuce, with a frame o’ ribbin

. Ta-ra-rara-rars, -

Q' sl wirl [ let’ be'ind me,




